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Have smart phones destroyed a generation?
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…the digital is neither wholly utopian nor dystopian—its 
determination lies in the interplay between human 
practices and values and the capabilities of digital 

technologies. 
•







Two dominant discourses in understanding young people’s 
relationship with digital media…

• The protectionist discourse
• The digital native discourse







Office of eSafety (Australia)

Digital Competence (Europe)

Cyber Wellness?  (Singapore)

NetSafe (New Zealand)

21st Century Skills (USA, Sth America, Australia)

Computational  Thinking? (Uruguay)

Digital Citizenship - Common Sense Education (USA) ? 

Internet Segura (Chile)

Media Education Now (USA)

Digital Literacies

New Literacies

Media Literacies







The central market in Veles, image George Martin Wired.com



Boris from Veles experimented in ‘fake news’, Image George Martin Wired.com







Target audience

• year 7 students - 12-13 years
= young + digital

• period of growth + change

• diverse + divergent practices



Purpose of the school based program

To support the development of students’ digital and critical 
literacy skills so that they are:

•more aware of harmful forms of digital interaction; 

• knowledgeable of key concepts and architectures of social 
media such as echo chambers, fake news and keyboard 
warriors;

•able to critically evaluate and deconstruct culturally 
discriminatory narratives and offer alternative inclusive and 
peaceful narratives;



Digital Me, 
Digital Us -
School based 
program









https://applymagicsauce.com









Scenario 2: Your friend is becoming increasingly 
preoccupied with a right wing group called ‘Rise 
Australia’ on Instagram. He comments and shares 
their photos and stories at least once a day. When 
you questioned him about it he said that the 
number of shares and likes is a sign of their 
truthfulness and importance. He is thinking about 
joining them at a rally on the weekend in the city 
to protest against asylum seekers. There are 
rumours that it could become violent. What do 
you do?
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Preliminary findings – surveys 

Early results show improved understanding of key concepts, 
such as:
• Echo chambers + personalisation
• Algorithms
• Fake news 
• Coercion + manipulation
• Online radicalization

Less change in:
• Attitudes + behaviours



Focus group interviews - students

Very enthusiastic about the program. In particular:
• Student booklet
• ACMI experience
• Hands on nature of the program

Topics identified as particularly useful and enjoyable:
• Fake news + how to spot it
• Difference between online and offline identities
• Understanding that metrics (i.e. likes and shares) are not a 

measure of credibility



Has it changed it the way you think about the internet and social 
media?

“So if you’ll see a post that has a million views or something like that that’s been 
read by so many people, you don’t just believe it, because it’s had so many people 
see it. You actually have to work out whether it’s true or whether it’s fake, because 
usually news is fake and you have to work out what actually makes it fake”.

“And there’s a lot of stuff at news outlets and stuff that they get sponsored by 
someone.  So someone pays them money for them to say what they want to say 

about their product or the company or anything like that”.



A need for research + education that…

• Articulates in meaningful and relevant ways with young 
people’s digital lives 

• Informs and speaks back to policy makers, curriculum 
designers, platform operators and other decision 
making bodies;

• Supports teachers, parents and other adults to develop 
young people’s digital literacies



thank you


